
IN THE ORLEANS PARISH CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT
STATE OF LOUISIANA
___________________________________	
					)
STATE OF LOUISIANA 			)                     
					)		Docket No. 
	v.				)	           	Section	 
					)		Judge 
[CLIENT NAME]	)		 
___________________________________	)

FILED: ____________________			DEPUTY CLERK: ___________________	

MOTION FOR DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Accused, by counsel, respectfully requests that this Honorable Court grant his Motion for Disability Accommodations. This Motion is made pursuant to the Fifth, Sixth, Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution; Article 1, sections 2, 3, 12, 16, 22 and 24 of the Louisiana Constitution; 42 U.S.C. §§ 12102, 12131-12134; and any other applicable law.
This Court must provide reasonable accommodations to defendants living with 
ADA-qualifying disabilities.

1. Title II of the American with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) requires that state and local governments give people living with disabilities an equal opportunity to benefit from all programs, services, and activities (e.g., public education, employment, transportation, recreation, health care, social services, courts, voting, and town meetings). 42 U.S.C. §§ 12131-12134.
2. In many instances, state and local governments must do this by making reasonable accommodations to policies, practices, and procedures for people living with qualifying disabilities.
3. No qualified individual with a disability shall, by reason of such disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of programs, or activities of a public entity, or be subjected to discrimination by any such entity. 42 U.S.C. Section 12132. See Tennessee v. Lane 541 U.S. 509, 527 (2004) (trial is a service within the meaning of 42 U.S.C. Section 12132; individuals can’t be excluded from courthouses or court proceedings by reason of their disability).
4. The federal and Louisiana Due Process Clauses ensure that all criminal defendants are able to participate in their defense, which necessarily requires an understanding of the proceedings at all stages. U.S. Const. amends. IV, XIV; La. Const. Art. 1, §§ 2, 22. See Pierotti v Walsh 834 F. 3d 171 (2d Cir. 2016) (lack of accommodation akin to defendant being held to be “constructively absent from trial proceedings”).
[CLIENT NAME] lives with ADA-qualifying disabilities. 
5. The American with Disabilities Act defines an individual with a disability as (1) a person who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, (2) a person who has a history or record of such an impairment, or (3) a person who is perceived by others as having such an impairment. 42 U.S.C. § 12102(1).
6. An impairment “substantially limits a major life activity” if an individual is unable to perform, or is significantly limited in the ability to perform, an activity compared to an “average person” in the general population. 29 C.F.R. § 1630.2(j)(1)(ii). 
7. A person “is perceived by others as having such an impairment” when people who interact with the individual believe that the individual has a disability and associate the individual with having such a disability, even in the absence of documentation. 42 U.S.C. §12102(3)(1)A-C.
8. In this instance, [CLIENT NAME] [RELEVANT INFORMATION]
[CLIENT NAME] would benefit from reasonable accommodations. 
9. Due to the above-described disabilities, [CLIENT NAME] is unable to meaningfully participate in court proceedings absent robust yet reasonable accommodations.
10. [CLIENT NAME] would benefit from the following reasonable accommodations: 
a. [INSERT RELEVANT INFORMATION HERE; EXAMPLES BELOW]
b. Extra time to consult with attorney throughout court proceeding
c. Extra time to process testimony throughout court proceeding
d. Frequent breaks or pauses in court proceeding
e. Use of an intermediary for communication disabilities 
f. Presence of additional court staff to aid physical disabilities 
g. Augmentative devices (loop systems, CART system) 
CONCLUSION
WHEREFORE, THE ACCUSED requests that this Court grant his Motion for Disability Accommodations and any such further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.
Respectfully Submitted,



Certificate of Service
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